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HL A Letter of that carivss Naturalift Myr.Henry
Barham, R. S. 8. to the Publifber, giving a Re-
lation of a fiery Meteor feen by him, in Jamaica,
to [trike mto the Earths with Remarks on the
Weather, Earthquakes, &c. of that Ifland.

SIR,

Ccording to your Requeft T have collected what
A I can remember, rclating to a Metcor 1 {aw in
Jamaica about the Year 1700, as | was riding
one Morning from my Habitatin fituated about Threc
Milee North-Wef from St. Fago de la Vega: 1 faw a B.ll
of Fire, appearing to mc of the Bignefs of a Bomb,
{wiftly falling down with a great Blaze. As 1 thoughe
it fell into the Town; but when | came within a quar-
ter of a Mile of the Town, I {aw many Pecoplc gather’d
togcther a little to the Southward in the Sivaana, to
whom I rode up, where they were admiring at the
Ground’s being {trangely broke and piough'd in by a
Ball of Fire, which, as they faid, fcll dowa there. |
obferved there were many Holes in the Ground, one in
the middlc of the Bignefs of a Man’s Skull, and five or
fix {fmaller Holes round about it, of the Bignels of a
Man’s Filt, and fo decp ( efpecially the biggel ) as
not to be fathom’'d by what long Switches or Siicks
they had at hand. 1 did not hear that any was fo cu-
rious as to make any farther Search : It was obierv'g,
that the green Grals was perfe@ly buint neac the Holes,
and a ftrong Smell of Sulphur remain'd thercabonts for

a good while aftcr.
Notc that we had a terrible rainy Night before, with
much Lightning and great Thunder-Claps, wm'chl we
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have very frequently in Famaica, often Killing Cattle in
the Ficlds. Mr. FHlenry Lord, who lives at Dry-Riv.y,
had two Sons ( big Boys) firuck dead with Lightning,
in 1716, withour any Wounds or Appearance of Hure
found about them. And as thefe Claps are mach louder
and ftronger than any I ever heard in Ewrope, {0 are our
=howers of Rain, pouring down in a moft violent man-
ner.  We have Lightning all the Year round, but our
great Rains are in the Months of May, Auguft, and Oc-
teber. 1 knew May for two or three Years without Rain,
which was lookt upon as a great Wonder; and we paid
dear for it in our Zndigo; for a Cartterpillar appear’d and
wove a fine Silk about the Zzdigo. Plant, and deftroy’d it
all, hurting nothing elfe. May-Rains us'd to deftroy
thefc Worms.  Awuguft and OfFoker never go our without a
Flood, we having then univerfal Rains, all over the !fland,
coming from the Sca: For we have often Rains in the
Mountains from the Clouds lodging there, when we have
nose in the Lowlands.

Qur ifland is full of Mines, and, if fearch'd into, I
queflion not but very rich. We are very {ubje& to Earch-
quakes, feveral happening every Year, efpecially after
great Rains, which fill up ail our grear Cracks in the Sur.
face of the Earth: For in a very dry Time, we have them
{o very large, dcep, and gaping {o open and wide, that
it is dangerous to ride over fome Parts of the Savannaes,
for fear a Horfe thould get his Legs into them. Our
Earthquakes make a Noife or Rumbling in the Earth,
before we feel the Shake; and feem to run {wiftly to
the Weftward. Thisisall I can inform you of tius kind
at prefent, relating to the land of Famaica, being ever
rcady to thew how much [ am, ¢e.

Decernb. 15, Henry ‘Barbam.:
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